The Botanic Museum

In 191 the Grand Duke ferdinando I de’ Medici established in
Pisa a Gallery fo host all the works of nature” as a pride and
incenfive for all the academics of the presfigious Grand
Duchy’s University. _ G

The ~following  Mafural Science Museum  inherifed that
sixfeenih-cenfury - gallery and - acqurred scveral‘mtereshn%
collections ~during ~the ~ninefeenth-cenfury, including  severa
precious ferbaria. : . :
At the end of the Twenhefh-c_enfurp fhe non-bofanical porfion
of the Museum moved fo the Pisa Charferhouse in Calci, where
liohe dHaTuraf Science Museum of the University is currently
ound.

Howad,oyvs. the Botanic Museum is hosted in the ‘falazzo delle
Conchighe” with the grofesque focade decorafed m 130, Ifs
collections reflect the hisfory of the research and feaching in
Bomna af the university, and often have become real arf works.
the Herbaria, irreplaceable fools for bofanists, are kept
elsewhere, in special rooms with confrolled humidity.

Universifa di Pisa - Sistema Museale di Afeneo
Orfo e Museo Bofanico
via Luca Ghini 13, Pisa
via Roma 36, Fisa
fel. 050 2213107318
htfps//www orfomuseobot.smaunipi.t/
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Room 1 - Ground floor

THE ORTGINS

Ancient front doorway of the Garden of Simples

dince the lafe sixteenth-cenfury, from via sanfa Maria of monumental carved walnut
wooden doorway allowed the enfrance info fhe Garden of Simples and the Museum.
After 1969, it has been moved info the Bofanic Museum for conservafion reasons.
Luca Chini

Luca Ghini (1190-1356) is the founder of the Botanic Garden of Fisa the first academic
Botanic Garden in the world, in 13.

Bronze. bell

Bronze bell of the ninefeenth-century with the Medicean emblem = S

Room 7 - Ground floor AN

WUNDERKAMIER: RECONSTRUCTION
The first Gallery

The first Gallery was organized in the fhree fradifional sections of
fhe European sixteenth/seventeenth-century Wundertammern (Chambers
of wonders): ‘Naturalia, “Arfificialia’, and ‘Curiosa’. 1f included

fhousands of unusual objects with different origins and provenanceg
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foom 3 - Ground floor . 71N
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Gallerx of famous botanists (seventeenth-cenfury)

from fne beginning, the collection of sixfeen porfratfs of the Bofanic Garden’s
Curators, bofany Professors and other wellnown Lialian and fore\qn Naturlists,
accompanied the visifors along the hallway leading o the Garden, celebrafing their
imporfance.

The Cafalogus é)/anfarum forfi Fisani of Michelangelo Tilli (1635-1710)
The Catalogue, pudlished in 1773 and supplied wifh fine cngrovm?s, allows s fo_know
fhe state of the Garden of Smples in‘a crucial moment of biological systematics.
The writfen work s accompanied by the descripfion of the Oarden with the lafe
Renaissance division of the flowerbeds.
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Small room - first floor
EARLY NINETEENTH-CENTURY

Oacfano Savi

Oaetano Savi (769-1811) was Frefect of the Bofanic Garden and Director of the Bofanic
Museum of Pisa from 161t fo 1615,

fle studied several systematic groups describing new plant species, some of which are
still faxonomically valid foday:

Oiuseppe faddi
Giuseppe Raddi (1770-1629) friend of Gaetano Savi, is renowned for the precious
nafurdlisfic finds collected during his fravels in Brazil and Eqypt.

foom 't - First floor
MID" NINETEENTH-CENTURY
Wox fun

i
The wax m%de\s have been realized by Luigi Calamai and his sfudenfs n the Florenfine
Ceroplasfics School.

Plaster Fungi :
The plaser fungi models have been enriched of anafomical
defarls with ofher maferials such as plasfer, paper, wood
and fhen oil painfed.

Wax models _ :
The larger models, among which the renowned fecundation
of the pumpkin (Cucurbiia ()?m) have been realized

by Luigr Colamai befween 1836 and 1639, under fhe
drrection of Giovanni Baftista Amici and Egisto Torfori.

The smaller models have been affributed fo Silvio Seranfoni.

Bofanical equipments
Some sngnlf tcant samples of the collection of scienfific instruments used in the labs
of the Bofany Institute: during mid ninefeenth-cenfury.

Pietro Sav _

Piefro Savi (I811-167D) helped his father Gaetano and affer his death, in 18, he was
nominated Direcfor of the Bofanic Garden. He had a ceniral role in the increase and
fhe sfudy of Herbaria.

In vifro collection _
Bofanical samﬁ\es and preparations include flowers, frufs, resins and flours. The oldest
samples are from the end of eighfeen-cenfury.

Room 3 - first floor
SECOND HALF OF NINETEENTH-CENTURY

Teodoro Caruel :

leodoro Caruel (1830-1690) in 1871 took the direction of the Botanic Garden, a posi-
tion that e fulfilled unfil 1660. =

fle mproved both the Museum and the Bofanic Garden, commissioning a plan layout
of the latter in 1677. He leaved his personal Herbarium fo the Museum.

Giovanni Arcangell

Giovanni Arcangelt™(1810-1921) was_ the Director of the Bofanic Garden from 1861 fo
191 We owe fo him the construction of the new bulding in the Garden, that 1§
currently hosfing e Herbaria

foom 6 - first floor

BOTANY DIDACTICS
AND RESEARCH

Herbaria

In the sixteenth-cenfury Luca
Ohini (190-135%) started fo feach the 4
fechniques fo prepare the florf g
sicer, ie. easily consulfable collections
of dried plants.

The Herbaria of fisa consist around 370000 specmen, thanks fo the collecfions and
exchanges during the last fwo hundred Years_

Even presently, it is an irreplaceable fool for feaching and research.

faleobotanic collection v
fossis of planfs and bofanical prehisforic fracks found in-sedmentory rocks of
[uscany and Lazio, and pefrified woods from the Eqyptian desert.

Didacfic drawings

On the wall some of te 93 panels illusirafed in the second half of the
ninefeenth-cenfury by fomous arfists such as fnrico Crisfofuni are exposed. The
drawings of plants and err detals are realized with pencil, ink ond” somefimes
wafercolored.

Also some of the 10 fables realized befween the end of the ninefeenth-cenfury and
fhe first half of the fwenfieth-cenfury are exposed: par of these fables are samples
of prsmmdg series, ond ﬁarr are on(pna\ drawings by Tommaso Bernardeschi, a
fechnical designer at the Universify of Tisa.



